ow to migrate your wordpress

blog tO anOtheI‘ hOSt = A non-techie’s guide.

By: Lela Iskandar Suhaimi

ASSUMPTION:

Before continuing, I assume you know/have a few things.
They are:
e You have cPanel access
e Do not have shell access (having an access will
make it far easier to migrate)
e Know how to transfer file to/from your pc using
FTP.
e Understand English (yeah! I was trying to be funny
here)
e and oh! Patience. Make sure you got that.

My Migration story

I had to migrate my Wordpress blog to another host
recently and was trying to find a way to do it. I found a
few pages on this topic but some of it requires shell access.
Others seemed to be using words from Planet Zurich or
too simplified I did not know what to do.

This guide is actually my documented work while
migrating my own blog.

For Newbies
This guide is for newbies like me who have limited/zero
knowledge on MySQL database and Wordpress.

I also keep this in pdf form just in case I need to migrate
my Wordpress blog to another host sometime in the future
(arghh!!)
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Okay, Let's Start

1. Go to the old hosting account's cPanel to get all your database. This 'database thing' stores all your posts,
comments, categories and other settings. So you definitely want them. To do it, click on the MySQL icon and
browse to the bottom. Click the phpMyAdmin link.

2. You will get to the phpMyAdmin interface. I know you would probably want to go back when you get to it's
interface. Don't worry. I'll try to make it easy.

localhost phpMyAdmin - 2.9.0.2
phpldyAdmin %3 Server version: 4.1.21-standard » My3S0QL client wersion: 4.1.10
» Protocol wersion: 10 » Used PHE extensions: mysgl
B9 Server: Localhost via UNIX socket & Language @:
report_wrdp1 (15) ”b User: reporti@locathost English M
1z| Wy2 QL charset: UTF-8 Unicode (utf8) ol
. Theme  Style: | Criginal
S x_zztn:izr;:: Wp3QL connection collation: ‘ g B‘
B wp_dgss_cats |utfe_unicode_d -] » Font size:| 100% [r
B wp_dzrs_options . . .
B wp_dgrs_ratings & Create new datahase: 2 phpldyAdmin documentation
=B wp_h:h;kﬂdcat @ No Privileges & Offieial phpbdy & dmin Homepage
B 3 L .
= x:opﬁms ¥ Show WHSOL mntime nformation b [ChangeLeg] [CVE] [Lists]
B wp_postlcat Show Wy20L system vanables
B wp_postimeta
B wp_posts % Processes
B wp_seo_tille tag_category U] Character Sets and Collations
B wp_seo_title_tag il
B wp_usermeta @ Storage Engines
B wp_users Tratale
] Ezport
Tmport

Log out @

phpMuyAdmin

3. What's important for us right now is the Export link. We want to use this feature to get the database down to our
pc. Click on that link.
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iaDatabases [ SQL  #FStatus g Variables [if]Charsets ggFngines g Processes  fiExport TaTmport

r Wiew dump (schema) of databases

rEzport——— r3QL options

report_wrdpl * Add custom comment into header (n splits lines)

| @
[ Enclose export i a transaction
[T Disable foreign key checks

S0L compatibiity mode

| o

T

m

Select Al Unselect —Database expott options
All
[(Add DROP DATABASE
o C8v
— [V] Structure
© CSV for MS [ 4dd DROP TABLE
Excel []4dd IF NOT EXISTS

Add AUTO _INCREMENT walue

© Microsoft Excel Enclose table and field names with backouotes

2000

) licrosoft Word
2000

Add mto comments
’7 [ Creation/Tpdate/Check dates -

) LaTeX

— []Data
) Open Document

[T Complete mserts
Spreadsheet

[T Estended mserts
Mammal length of created query

[rammn =

) Open Document

4. Now you'll get to an even more confusing interface. Don't worry. You just need to do a few things here.

5. Firstly, you have to make sure there are a few things that are ticked. (They are ticked by default) So, you just
need to do a quick check. If they are not ticked, do it now:
e On your left, under the export setting, tick SQL
e On the right, tick STRUCTURE, Add AUTO INCREMENT value, Enclose table and field names with
backquotes
e Also, tick DATA, Use hexadecimal for binary fields

6. Because my pc screen is too small you can't see the bottom of the page. It's important, so I'm gonna attach it
here.
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] Save as file

File name template . ‘airpu rify |@] [ remember template )

Compression: g MNene & “zpped' o "gzpped”

) This value is interpreted using strftime, so you can use time formatting strings. Additionally the following transformations will
happen:  ZEEVER  [server name. Other text will be kept as iz,

7. Tick the Save As File option. Put any name you like in that box.

8. Click Go. Depending on the size of your database, this can take few seconds to ages. If you have tons of posts
and comments in your blog, use the zipped compression to make it download faster.

9. T also assume that you have only 1 database in your wordpress installation. If you have more, you can select all
of them and do the same.

When it's done, you'll get a nice database file in your pc, named whatever filename you just gave above.

Get all your files from the old host

We got the blog database. Now we want the blog files — images, themes etc. We need an FTP program to do the job

Use your favorite FTP pro gramme like_FileZilla and grab all those files into your pc. I would just grab the whole
public_html folder.

I will NOTshow you how to do it since I believe you are familiar with it. If not, download the FileZilla and read the
guide.(I'm sorry but i can't help you with an FTP guide as well. This guide will be too long it'll be so annoying.)

Done with your downloads? Great! Once that's done, you have your files and the database intact in your pc. In case
anything happens you got your files in 2 locations — in a pc and in your old host.

Time to Setup Your New Host

1. Okay, now let's login to your new host and create a new database. This database will store our old settings and
data that we saved in our pc a few minutes ago.

2. Click MySQL icon in the cPanel and you'll be greeted with this interface.
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@abase: lwrdp |@| Create D@

e — _— e

Current Users:
report_wrdpl

Uszername! | |@

Pazzword: | |@| Create User

Add Users To Your Databases:

Uzar: | report_wrdpl |z“ Databaze: | report_wrdpl |Z||

Privilages:
ALL ar ] seLect ] create
I nserT [PYE T
] uppaTe I orop
] peLeTe ] Lock TasLes
T tnoex | rererences

I:l CREATE TEMPORARY TABLES
| Add User To Database |

3. Okay, put a name in that box — call it something like wrdp and click Create Database.

4. Okay, right now a new database will be created for you. Click Go Back because we're not done yet. It's still a
long way to go. I hope so far things are going smoothly for you.

Current Databases:

report_wrdp Check Hepair

5. A note:Even if the database name you enter just now is just “wrdp”, the real name of the database will normally
be like above. Mine is report_wrdp. Yours will depend on your domain name. Nothing to worry about.

6. Right now we have report wrdp database but it is still of no use. To use it we need to add “user”.
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Current Users:
report wrdpl

@
Pazswaord: | |@| Creatgﬂ_lser |

Add Users To Your Databases: ‘ \-..

Uzer: | report_wrdpl |Z|| Databasze: | report_wrdpl

Uzername: |

Privilages:
ALL ar ) seLect ] creaTe
I nserT (YR
] uppaTe Il orop
] peLeTe Il Lock TaeLes
Il tmpex | rererences

|:| CREATE TEMPORARY TABLES
| add User To Database |

7. Below the Create Database option, you'll see the above options to create a new user. Enter your username and
password. It can be anything you like but keep the username short.

8. I put my username: wrdpl and password: w3ar3champN. After you clicked Create User, a new user will be
created with the password you specify.

9. The next step is to add this user to the database.
10. Take a look at the same picture above. See the bolded Add Users To Your Database heading?

11. Now click the dropdown menu, and select the user we just created and select the database wrdp we just created.
Click Add user to Database.

12. Okay, so far so good. We have just set up a placeholder for our old database. We just need to fill it with the old
setting and data.

Tlme To Get The Blog Alive

. Right now we are almost half-way done. What we need to do is to bring the old files and database into this new
host

2. Remember old database we downloaded to our pc? It needs to be altered a little bit before we can use it on our
new host.

3. Open your database file that you just downloaded. Find a similar line like the one below. It should be
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somewhere near the top (if it looks gibberish, open it using other programs — like Wordpad or something). Mine
would have ‘report wrdp1" in it but yours will be different.
e CREATE DATABASE ‘report wrdpl' DEFAULT CHARACTER SET latinl COLLATE
latinl swedish ci;
USE “report wrdpl;

4. Delete it. We don't want to create a new database because we have just created one. Save the file.

5. Okay, let's bring the database alive first. While we are in the same MySQL window of the new host, click on the
phpMyAdmin link.

6. In the phpMyAdmin window, you need to do 2 things. One is to select the Database we just created (look at the
leftmost column). Second to is click import. We want to dump our old database into this new hosting account.

7. You will get to a window below.

Import

—File to impott

Location of the text file ‘[ —— ] (bl 51,200EE)

Character set of the file: | 18 -

Imported file compression will be automatically detected from: Mone, gap, ap

—Dartial import
Alow interrupt of import in case script detects it 15 close to time lmit This might be good way to mport large files,

howewer it can break transactions.
Number of records{quenes) to skip from start |0 4

4. Browse for the database file we just edited and click Go.

5. When it's done, we're 70% ready!

Okay Time To Get All Our OLD Wordpress files (like themes, pictures etc into

the new host)

1. Get your FTP program to transfer all your saved wordpress files (remember the FTP part earlier?) to the new
host. After you have done that click the wp-config.php . We need to alter a small but important piece of code.

2. Change the database name to the one we just created. Mine was report wrdpl. And also change do the same
to the username and password. Put the one we just created. Mine would be report wrdpl and password

w3ar3champN.

If you have done that, your wordpress should be live right now.
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Go to your Domain registrar and change your DNS to the new one. Okay, if all goes well your wordpress is
already successfully setup on your new host.

The DNS change will take some time (up to 48 hrs) and it all went well ( check your WP links and pages to
make sure all are okay), go to your old host and delete your files.

What If It Failed?

If this guide failed to help, I apologize. Please try the Wordpress Support for guidance. There are very good and
highly skilled folks out there. I'm sure someone will help you.

- The end -

About This Guide

I don't do this guide for monetary purpose. This is to help myself and other non-technical people move blogs
without suffering the same nightmare I experienced.

Spread this Guide! Put This File In Your Blog!

You can put this file in your blog for the use of your visitors. Just don't alter it. That's all I ask for. If there's any

mistakes, pls email me at: lelaiskandar@gmail.com.

I can't provide support if you encounter problems with your installation. Sorry, but you have to ask those experts
at the Wordpress Forum.
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